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tion of education was yet dominant during this early period. It
was not until the eighteenth century that the politico-economic
that Is, the social, conception found full expression. The first
monarchs to seize the idea that national prosperity and stabil-
ity depended at bottom upon general education were Freder-
ick the Great of Prussia (r. 1740-1786) and Maria Theresa
of Austria (r. 1740-1780). In his famous school laws of 1763
the former recognized that it was the duty of officials to " strive
for the true welfare of our country and of all classes of people "
by " having a good foundation laid in the schools for a rational
and Christian education of the young for the fear of God and
other useful ends," While the early French republicans came
to hold a similar conception of governmental responsibility for
education and while they outlined a system, it remained for
later generations actually to construct it.
In our own country, though education was highly appre-
ciated in the colonial days and though it found a notable ex-
ponent in Franklin, it was either the religious conception, as
with the early colonists, or the individualistic and utilitarian,
as with Franklin's generation, that prevailed. With our early
national leaders, a new conception developed.
In his message to Congress in 1790, Washington wrote:
"Knowledge is in every country the surest basis of public
happiness. In one in which the measures of government
receive their impression so immediately as in ours, from
the sense of the community, it is proportionally essential."
Education, as the dissemination of knowledge, was thus the
conception which Washington held. This undoubtedly is the
approach to the subject most frequently made from the socio-
logical point of 7iew, Consequently the importance of educa-
tion lay in the effect which the intelligence of the people
would have upon legislation- The chief concern of Wash-
, ington lay then in the establishment of educational institutions
that would serve as instruments of general enlightenment.
In the same message he continues: "Whether this will be